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General Edctorn s Mote

Bulletin of the Govemment Oriental Manuscripts
Library, Madras-5 is one among a few of this kind in this
country wherein are published the rare works from
manuscripts and not the views and conjectures of editors.

This present XXli Volume brings to light innumerable
hidden truths unknown so far.

- For example, in the first Tamil article subtie Mathemat-
ical knowledge of our ancient Tamils has been divulged. This
work is definitty a milestone in the history of the
scientific knowledge the Tamils. This has been edited by
Dr. S. Soundarapandian, Curator, G.O.M.L.

Second piece namely the Nadodipadalgal is an expo-
sure of the Tamil Culture where we find their bare feelings and
emotions.

The third work Prasasti Lekhana Prakarah meticulous-
ly describes various modes of writing salutations, when
addressing to kings, saints and others.

The fourth Telugu work Choladesa Vrthandam furnish-
es us the history of Cholamandalam taking into account the
local traditions which we cannot eschew while writing history
of any soil.

The lastpersian musical work Ragmala, talks about the
grammar of Hindustani music.

The outcome of this bulletin is undoubtedly the fruit of
the unflinching labour of Dr. S. Soundarapandian, Curator,
G.OM.L.
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RISALA RAG-MALA
- Dr. A. Zaibunissa

This Persian manuscript published from G.O.M.L bears D
NO. 507 & 516 in the Descriptive Catalogue of Islamic manuscripts
Vol | of the G.O.M.L. Madras.

This small book constitutes a very important study in Indian
music. The author Hasan Ali discusses the principles of different
Rages of Indian music.

The ms begins with a few verses in Persian about Indian
music. The author himself was a musician. Therefore he discussed
the principles of Rages of Hidustani music in detail. The author
belonged to Deccan. The date of original manuscript is not known
correctly; but roughly it may be around 18th C.A.D.



RECENT PUBLICATIONS
1. KARUPPAR KULUVA NATAKAM (Tamil)
Edited by Dr. S. SOUNDARAPANDIAN
Pp.87 1992 Price : Rs. 43.00

A conspicuous literature which depicts the glory of the God
Karuppar of Thittani emanated from the mind of the famous
Paduvar Muthappa Chettiyar of Chettinad.

2. MADALTHIRATTU (Tamil)

Edited by Dr. S. SOUNDARAPANDIAN
Pp.96 1992 Price: Rs. 43.00
Jayankonda mamuni Vala Madal and Pappaiyappillai Ula

Madal are compiled here. Pappaiyapillai is a historical figure whose
chrenical connects that of Dupleix.

3. NEETHI KATHAIKAL (Tamil)

Edited by Dr. S. SOUNDARAPANDIAN

p. 76 1992 Price : Rs. 30.00

An interesting collection of moral stories presented in the old
style. This gives us rare opportunity to cull the mind of the ancient
people of our land.

4. NALANGUMETTU RAMAYANAM (Tamil)

Edited by Dr. S. SOUNDARAPANDIAN
Pp. 1136 1992 Price : Rs. 306.00

A publication for Tamil music. The story of Ramayana in
nalangu tune, authored by one Mr. Krishnan. This is the proof of the
strength of Tamil language which can render beautiful music.

5. DESCRIPTIVE CATALOGUE OF TAMIL MANUSCRIPTS
VOLUME XXV.

Edited by Dr. S. SUBRAMANIAN
Pp. 352 1992 Price : Rs. 96.00

703 manuscripté have been described here. These manu-
scripts fall into various subjects like literature, history, music,
medicine etc., English note has been give for each manuscript.



2

Subscriptions to the Bulletin are received per Volume and not
annually. For inland subscribers the rate is Rs.105/- A trade
discount of 25% on Bulletin purchase and Publications purchase is
allowed.

For detailed particulars regarding the Bulletins and publica
tions in this library, 2

ADDRESS:

Dr. S. SOUNDARAPANDIAN
CURATOR

GOVERNMENT ORIENTAL MANUSCRIPTS LIBRARY,
UNIVERSITY LIBRARY BUILDING,
CHEPAUK, MADRAS - 600 005.
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